Humble As a Child

The photo is used for illustrative purposes from Web Search. Thank you.

And said, Verily I say unto, Except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever
therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest

in the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 18:3 - 4)

This learning message consists of five qualities that generally characterize
children: Dependency, Innocence of Inquiry, Sincere Approach, Willing and
Obedient, and Submissive.
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Humble As a Child

Dependency

But my God shall supply all my need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19)

Children are dependent upon their parents. They need them to care for
them. Children need nurturing, provision of food, shelter, safety, discipline,

and direction, among other things.

We need our heavenly Father for everything. GOD is our Creator, Provider,
Sustainer, Way Maker, Keeper, and so much more. On Him we depend.
GOD gives parents the resources to provide for their children. We receive
spiritual riches from our heavenly Father. He gives to us forgiveness of sin
by His grace, through faith in His Son JESUS when we repent: turn to Him

from sin. In Him all of our needs are met. Glory to His Name. Amen.

Innocence of Inquiry

Nicodemus saith unto Him, How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?

(John 3:4)

Children are usually not shy about their concerns. They tend to make their
inquiries known. I remember the statement: They don’t mean any harm.
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Innocence of Inquiry

It is good for us to realize that we do not know everything. Rather we
know much or little, there is still so much we can learn. Our minds are
finite. GOD is infinite.

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!
(Romans 11:33 KJV biblehub.com)

James 1:5 says, If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

Mathew 7:7 says, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find,
knock, and it shall be open unto you:

Sincere Approach

Lord, teach us to pray. (Luke 11:1)

Children sometimes come to adults, looking up (pulling on an arm or leg)
and saying, Play with me... or Help me to do this... They have needs and
wants to be addressed and problems to be solved, but no malice is involved.

...howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.
(1 Corinthians 14:20b KJV biblehub.com)

A disciple wanted to know how to pray, though he might have prayed before
(in other words ... Help me to pray. Show me Your Way).

What is the way JESUS prays? How are we to do things accordingly?
We could assume or we could be willing to ask and learn.
Are we genuine in seeking The Lord JESUS?
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...and a certain woman named Martha received Him into her house. And
she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard His
word. But Martha was cumbered about much serving (Luke 10:38b - 40a)

As the disciples sat and listened to JESUS teach, Mary was among them.
JESUS did not mind. Mary was not scolded for being there. Martha, Mary’s
sister, became frustrated by Mary’s lack of support in preparing food. When
we sit and listen, we can learn our purpose, the priority of things, and
perceive what is important for the occasion (listening to and learning from
JESUS takes precedence: that we may know what to do, when, and how to
respond to life circumstances, and to one another in love).

Willing and Obedient

Now therefore perform the doing of it, that as there was a readiness to
will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. For if
there be a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and
not according to that he hath not. (2 Corinthians 8:11-12)

There is a lad here, who has five barley loaves, and two small fish, but
what are they among so many? (John 6:9 NKJV biblehub.com)

A child offered his food to a disciple of JESUS’ after JESUS had finished
teaching. JESUS used the boys’ small meal to feed many people. JESUS
lifted the food that the boy gave willingly, prayed over it, and it was
multiplied. {I marvel at the little boys’ willingness to surrender what he
had; I presume that others in the crowd had food, yet, it states only

how the boy was willing to offer his food.}
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Submissive

And when they found Him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem,
seeking Him. (v.45) And when they saw Him, they were amazed: and His
mother said unto Him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy
father and I have sought thee sorrowing. (v.48) And He went down with
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but His mother
kept all these sayings in her heart. (v.51a) Luke KJV 2:45, 48, 51)

JESUS was left in Jerusalem during a customary visit. It was assumed that
He was with relatives, but He wasn’t. When Mary and Joseph found JESUS
in the temple, they expressed their concerns with Him. Though JESUS was
on a mission, and getting acquainted with the mission that our heavenly
sent Him to do, He knew the importance of earthly parents and their role in
the family, and His role: learning and growing as a child, in subjection to
their leadership (authority), protection, provision, and other such
responsibilities. JESUS submitted to His earthly parents.

Let us, as children of GOD, listen and learn, submit, and desire to be
ever so near to our heavenly Father. We need JESUS always. May we
keep it in our hearts and minds the importance and value of living a life of
surrender unto The Lord. GOD knows everything. We need Him for
everything. We are dependent on Him.

Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after righteousness for they
shall be filled. (Matthew 5:6 KJV)

Our heavenly Father feeds us and refreshes our soul. He keeps us
safe in His embrace. JESUS meets our needs, and brings us
to The Father’s House as children of GOD.

Praise GOD for JESUS. Amen.
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