Train Up A Child

The photo is used for illustrative purposes from Web Search. Thank you.

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6 KJV)

Promise or Principle?

Proverbs 22:6 is often quoted as a promise, stated Pastor David Jeremiah,
though it is a principle, he says.
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A promise says that an outcome will occur. A principle says that the
outcome is expected. Proverbs 22:6 has been also stated as raising a child
according to his or her natural talents or abilities, that he or she will likely
continue in that skill in adulthood. Proverbs is a Book of Wisdom (skill for
living life GOD’s Way). I perceive that Proverbs 22:6 is a way of learning to
live according to GOD’s Word, with outcomes that yield rewards.

A child may have natural talents and abilities. If the child develops a
particular skill or more, yet, does not grow in their knowledge of The Lord
JESUS, the child does not discover his or her purpose for being here on the
planet. Skills (art, music, engineering, etc.) are nice to acquire, but are not
sufficient, and can not substitute for knowing JESUS personally.

T.R.A.L.N.

T. - Teach the child about what GOD is saying to us (in The Bible).

R. - Rear the child in the fear of The Lord.

A. - Aim at the Target (JESUS; Christlikenss).

I. - Initiate good things. Lead by setting a positive example.

N. - Navigate (Steer) the child in the ways of GOD. Direct and Redirect as
necessary. Let him or her know about right and wrong; rewards and
consequences; distractions, detours, and pitfalls of life, and help
pull the child up (if and when they fall): Prevention is great! Coach,
Counsel, Cheer, and Admonish (warn) the child. Intervention is also

important! Discipline is also part of providing Loving Care.
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Not “One Size Fit All”

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it. ) Emphasis added.

The scripture speaks of the child as an individual. Though children are
similar in some ways. They all come into the world with their own set of
fingerprints and unique circumstances. Children have different
personalities, temperament, disposition and demeanor. Children do not all
develop at the same rate. Their level of comprehension (cognition) varies
from child to child. It is not a “One Size Fit All” Model in child rearing.
Every child does not respond the same way to instruction or example
setting. A child may be obedient (do what you say, willingly), compliant
(do what you say because they must), or defiant (refuse to obey, decide to
do things his or her own way, primarily).

Discipline
GOD chastens those He loves. (see Hebrews 12:6-7)

An undisciplined child will not only cause heartache to his or her parents,
but their lack of training may lead to future trouble.

Parents are to instruct and model for the child how to live. It is important
for parents to get to know their child, and what is best for him or her.

If a child refuses to heed instruction that is taught and/or demonstrated, a
parent may choose to use physical discipline (as Loving Corrective Care).
(The age, temperament, level of cognition, perception, understanding, etc
should all be considered when deciding appropriate discipline.) Prayerfully
approach the matter. Let us do that which is good, right, and pleasing in
GOD’s sight.
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The Way He Should Go
There is a way (a particular way) in which the child should go. As parents,

we are to instill in the child Biblical Views and Values. Let us model for him
or her character qualities that nurture the inside (not merely) the outside.
Abilities that are good to have are Responsibility, Dependability, and
Accountability.

There is an expected end. (see Jeremiah 29:11)

At the end... and when he is old (reaches a level of understanding
and maturity; taking to heart knowledge of GOD’s Word, learning
from trial and error, etc., he will not depart from it

(The Path of Life through faith in JESUS Christ).
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