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By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples,
if ye have love one to another.
(John 13:35)
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Unity of the Faith

Faith in JESUS is not denominational.
It is marked by love.
The love of GOD unifies.

When we receive JESUS into our heart as Lord
and Savior, we are spiritually baptized into the
body of Christ.

Physical baptism follows conversion. This is a
public display of our commitment to JESUS.
Baptism signifies Jesus’ death, burial and
resurrection. We identify with what JESUS has
done for us — in dying for our sins and rising
again on the third day. We accept JESUS’
sacrificial death on the cross as payment for
our sins. We are born again from above. We
have a new life and a new beginning. We are
children of GOD through faith in JESUS.
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For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body whether we be Jew or
Gentiles whether we be bond or free;
and have been made to drink into one
Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

For ye are all children of GOD
by faith in Christ JESUS.

For as many of you as have been
baptised into Christ have put on Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female,
Jor ye are all one in Christ JESUS.
(Galatians 3:26-28)



Brotherly Love

Love Expressed

Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life

Jor his friends.
(John 15:13)

We can express the love that GOD expects of
us. GOD is at work in our lives.

For it is GOD which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good
pleasure. (Philippians 2:13)

1 John 3:18 says, My little children, let us not

love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and

in truth.

In deed - - Action...
In truth - - Actual...

Love... that is proactive and responsive;
meaning what you say.

Love, that does not judge based on
appearances. (see 1 Samuel 16:7)
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Love, that does not have bias or prejudice
based on color, race, gender, age, height,
weight, occupational standing, political
affiliation, geographical location...

Let each esteem the other better than
themselves. (see Philippians 2:3)

Love that forgives...

Love that forebears...

Love that is merciful, compassionate and really
cares...

Love that reaches beyond our comfort zone and
extends a hand

---Just because---.

(see Luke 10:33-37, The Good Samaritan)

Love that builds up...
(see 1 Corinthians 8:12 NIV)

Speak the truth in love.

(see Ephesians 4:15,25)

Let our words minister grace unto the hearers
(vs.29)
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Love that keeps on giving.
(see Matthew 5:40-44)

Love that is willing to make things right with
our brother

(and those we’ve wronged).

(see Matthew 5:24)

Love is the fulfilling of the law.

(see Romans 13:10)
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Love Covers Sin

For charity shall cover
the multitude of sins.
(1 Peter 4:8)

Charity is loving GOD'S way.

Christian charity is more than giving money
and providing material goods and services. It is
expressing the characteristics of GOD in daily
living for JESUS. Charity begins within the
heart and is demonstrated in acts of love.

If there is something we can do, we may do it:
with the strength and ability that GOD gives to
us to help and support our brothers and sisters
in Christ.

When we think of love covering a multitude of
sins, do we think that it is okay to turn and look
away when our brother or sister falls into sin?

We may look at covering, as to not expose
(ves). But, to not say or do anything, is wrong.
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We are to examine ourselves; take the beam
out of our own eye before attempting to take
the speck out of our brother's eye.

(see Luke 6:42).

If we have a problem (sin) we are to deal with
that which is protruding out of our own lives
before telling someone else what he or she is
doing is wrong. Let us always go to GOD
concerning ourselves first before confronting
others in love.

Restore in the spirit of meekness.
(see Galatians 6:1)

We are to go to our brother and lovingly let
them know that what he or she is doing is sin.
If he or she hears, you gain a brother. If he or
she does not hear the words, we are to bring
another brother with us to speak to our
brother.
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If the brother still does not hear, then we are
to bring the matter to the church (openly). If
the person still does not admit that the sin he
or she is doing is wrong and does not desire to
change; the person is to not be in fellowship
with the church. (see Matthew 18:15-17)

The brother is to be welcomed back upon
repentance.

If we confess our sins GOD is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us
Jrom all unrighteousness.

(see 1 John 1:9)

Blessed is he whose transgression is
Jorgiven, whose sin is covered.
(Psalm 32:1)
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Blood Brothers

When I was a child, there was a statement that
was made occasionally among children in my
family, Blood is thicker than water [What did
the statement mean? I perceive that the
statement made was to imply that blood
relatives matter more than anything.] Do we
understand that the blood of JESUS that He
shed on Calvary paid our sin debt? We are a
part The Family of GOD - The Household of
Faith. This does not mean that our biological
family members do not matter, on the contrary.
I believe that the Great Commission begins
with our natural family, then extends abroad.

The word of GOD says in Acts 1:8, But ye shall
receive power, after that The Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.
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Jerusalem (our hometown)

Judaea (surrounding area)

Samaria (to people there may be a prejudice or
bias against)

Uttermost part of the world (to people that we
know nothing about.

Our biological families matter to GOD; how
much more so as members of the Body of
Christ do we matter to GOD and to one
another.

We have been Blood- bought. We are
connected through the Blood of JESUS. We are
committed to Christ and through a relationship
with Him, committed to one another.

JESUS prayed that we may be one as He
and the Father are One.
(see John 17)

JESUS tore down the dividing wall.
There is no enmity. There is no longer
twain (two). He made in Himself one
new man.

(see Ephesian 2:14-16 )
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Do we understand the oneness that we share
through faith in JESUS?

When we say that we love GOD and love one
another, do we mean what we say?

If a man says, I love GOD, and hateth
his brother, he is a liar: for he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love GOD whom he
hath not seen? And this commandment
we have from him, that he who loveth
GOD loves his brother also.

(1 John 4:20-21)

[It may be said, I do not hate my brother, yet,
little may be done to show that we care.]

When we see a need, do we willingly meet the
need as we are able to do so?
(see 1John 3:17, James 2:15-16)

Pastor Rick (Daily Hope Ministry) stated how it

matters how we spend our money and time.

We must realize that people are valuable.

Spending time with one another is worthwhile.
11
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Forsake not the assembling of
yourselves together as the manner of
some is. (Hebrews 10:25)

We have been adopted into a new family - a
Family of Love - a Family for Life (Eternal
Life). Our relationship in Christ is not based on
natural perception (biological or familial
heritage).

In our natural families we may have had sibling
rivalry. As small children we may not have
wanted to share our toys or other things. Yet,
as older children, we may have shared things
with siblings or friends. Why? Because of
maturity and having things in common.

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we have in
common what matters most, a relationship
with JESUS.

Note: The Early Church had all things
common. They gave of themselves and
possessions because of their love for JESUS
and for one another.
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As we grow in brotherly love, there may be
friction along the way, yet, this does not mean
that we are to stop loving one another and
exercising compassion.

Are we willing to forgive?
Empathize with?

Laugh with? Cry with?
(see Romans 12:15)

Pastor Jackson (of E.O.D.M. Church) stated
how JESUS and His disciples ate and slept
together (did ‘ life’ together).

We may say that we want to be like the Early
Church because of the Miracles and Wonders...
Yet, do we desire to model after their
commitment to each other?

A Sister in Christ stated how a Pastor or
Minister on television said that we often get
caught up in ministry that we forget the
mission.
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[What does this mean? Isn’t ministry and
mission the same thing?
Actually, if we take a closer look, there’s a
difference.]

Ministry is serving
(what we do).

The Mission is soul winning
and strengthening believers
(evangelism and discipleship).

Pastor Robert Jeffress brought out how the
Great Commission is evangelistic and
discipleship.

Matthew 28:19-20a says, Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name
of The Father, and of The Son and of The Holy
Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.

Pastor Jeffress expressed how - - you

baptize those who become converts and
teach them that they may grow.
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The Word of GOD lets us know, if you continue
in His Word you are My disciples indeed.
(see John 8:31)

As we continue in the Word, let us make
disciples and help others grow in the faith.

Our love and fellowship is not a suggestion.
It is also not a chore.

How good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell in unity.
(Psalm 133:1)

For whosoever shall do the will of My
Father which is in heaven, the same is
my brother, and sister, and mother.
(Matthew 12:50)

Brother and Sister is not a Title affixed to the
front of someone’s name as Mister or Miss. It is
who we are in Christ...

Real. Live. Brothers and Sisters.
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I pray that each follower of JESUS
will live according to this truth.
In JESUS’ Name. Amen.

My Brothers’ Keeper

To say that we are our brothers’ keeper is not to
say only that I am interested in what my
brothers are doing, but, I'm also involved in
their lives.

My concern is that if we are not willing to have
more than small talk, how can we express
deeper intimacy (transparency)?

Is there a willingness to tear down walls of
prejudice and bias? And close the gaps of
misunderstanding(s)?

We are members of the body of Christ. We
need each other. We all have a purpose and
function. (see Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12,
Ephesians 4)
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We are to work cooperatively in Kingdom
Building. It is not for us to say, That’s not my
pastor... That’s not my church... That’s not my
ministry...therefore, I cannot and will not help.
It’s about ‘doing a work’ for The Lord.

If GOD is in the midst, doing the work through
a person, church, or ministry...
who are we to neglect it?

1 Corinthians 3:4-7 says, in summary,
one says, I am of Apollos, I am of Paul. One
plant, another water. GOD gives the increase.

We are to see the way GOD sees, and say what
GOD says, and live according to The Word.
May we help our fellow brothers and sisters in
the faith — - meeting spiritual, emotional and
tangible (physical resource) needs, as we are
able to do so.
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Then shall the righteous answer him saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed

thee? Or thirsty? And gave thee drink? When

saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? Or
naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee
sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the
King shall answer and say unto them, verily I

say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it to

the least of these My brethren,
you've done it unto ME.
(Matthew 25:37-40)

To be our brothers’ keeper, we must know
where they are, be willing to step out, ask
questions (sincerely inquisitive), make phone
calls, pay a visit... give tangibly.

Let us show that we care
by taking action.

Let brotherly love continue.
(Hebrews 13:1)
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Prayer for 1on

If you do not know JESUS
as Lord and Savior,
You may receive Him into your heart,
right now.
You may say the following prayer,
or you may use your own words:

Dear GOD, Thank You
for sending Your Son JESUS
to die on the cross for my sins
and Him rising again on the third day.
I ask that you forgive me of my sins.
Please come into my heart
and help me to live for You.
Thank You Father GOD for saving me.
In JESUS’ Name I pray. Amen.

If you said the prayer
to receive JESUS into your heart,

Welcome to the Family of GOD!
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