Spiritual Fathers

The photo is used for illustrative purposes from Web Search. Thank you.

For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not
many fathers. (1 Corinthians 4:15a)

Naturally, a biological dad may not be in the household; this does not mean
that the child is doomed for failure. GOD is a Father to the fatherless. In
GOD, there is no lack. There is no failure in GOD. If we may hear and heed
GOD’s calling, we can be what He is calling for: children of GOD.
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Spiritual Fathers

Minister Dorothy reflected on a message that a man of GOD gave on
Father’s Day, stating how The Spirit of The Father is placed upon those to
be fathers. {This caught my attention. I believe that the man of GOD was
making a spiritual application. In considering this, we must look at the role
of fathers and how it applies to the people of GOD. As we proceed, let us
examine what a fathers’s role is, and rehearse some godly fathers in The
Bible, and see what our heavenly Father expects of those that would be
spiritual fathers.}

... More Than Teachers

For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not
many fathers. (1 Corinthians 4:15a)

What is the difference between an instructor/teacher and a father?
Being a teacher is a good thing.
Being a father is broader (more extensive and expansive).

Teachers have students. Fathers have sons.

Teachers give lessons (teach subjects and give assignments). Fathers are
not only there for subjects or seasons, yet, they are there for the long haul.
Spiritual fathers instill virtues and values into their children. They give life
lessons and skills for living life GOD’s Way.
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Spiritual Fathers

... Teach About GOD

Hear O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house,
and on thy gates. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

Words To Note: Talk... Sit... when you Lie Down , and when you Rise Up

Parents are to make it a habit to engage their children in conversation and
lifestyle behaviors that are in alignment with GOD’s Word. We are to be
reminded of GOD’s Word and committed to what He says. Amen.

Spiritual Fathers rear their children in the fear of The Lord; instructing in
the ways of GOD, in daily living for Him; being a positive role model, in
willing, humble submission, and obedience to The Lord.

... Lead By Godly Example
(Help Others To Grow)

I write unto you fathers, because you have known Him that is from the
beginning. I write unto you, young men, because you have overcome the
wicked one. I write unto you little children, because you have known the
father. (v.13) I have written unto you, fathers, because you have known
Him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you young men,
because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you and ye have
overcome the wicked one. (1 John 2:13-14)
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Spiritual Fathers

... Lead By Godly Example
(Help Others To Grow)

Spiritual fathers have experience with GOD, have knowledge and
understanding, and continue to grow.

Spiritual fathers help others on the journey of faith, in Christ, to grow.

Fathers, young men, and children, speak of level of development, not
gender. {GOD dealt with me years ago regarding ‘mature one’ man;
‘mature ones’ men}. Some say, Seasoned saints or Mature believers. 1
(1 Corinthians 13:11 states, When I was a child, I spake as a child,

I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man,

I put away childish things.) As we learn and grow in the knowledge of the
truth, we are to help others along the way. The Great Commission is to go
into all the world and teach, and to make disciples. Disciples are followers.
Followers of JESUS learn His Ways, and become like Him. As followers

of JESUS, we imitate Him, and thus show others how to do the same.

Spiritual fathers make their presence known, rather it be physically
present or by means of communication. Apostle Paul sent letters by
carriers to churches. John, the Apostle, and others, communicated with
believers to help them grow in the faith. Today, letters can be mailed, an
email sent, texts, or phone calls made. Jacob (Israel) was present in the life
of his children. Job interceeded on behalf of his children. The loving father
of the prodigals awaited the return of the rebellious son. He welcomed him
back. He also intreated (urged) the older son that stayed home to join the
party that was given for the younger son that returned. Spiritual fathers
recognize that the people that are being ministered to belong to GOD.
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Spiritual Fathers

Are You A Spiritual Father?

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the LORD. And he shall turn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the heart of the children to the fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse. (Malachi 4:5-6)

John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah. He was the forerunner of
JESUS. He let the people of his day know to repent and to turn to GOD.
{Not that we are Elijah, yet, as after runners, we are to speak to people
about turning to The Father through faith in JESUS.

People of GOD are ministers of reconciliation. (see 2 Corinthians 5:18)
Let us share The Good News about JESUS with the world.}

There were different spiritual fathers in The Bible: people who followed
GOD’s leading and let people know to turn to GOD. They lived unto

The Lord and helped the people of GOD to grow in a relationship with
JESUS. Spiritual fathers are selfless, and sacrificial, servant leaders.
Spiritual fathers protect, make provision, direct (lead by godly example),
instruct, advise, warn, discipline (rebuke),counsel, coach, and cheer.
Spiritual fathers mentor (teach and train) and adopt.

How many spiritual fathers are there?
How many are willing to be a spiritual father?

GOD, our heavenly Father sent JESUS to die for the sins of the world.
Sin separates us from GOD. When we turn to GOD from sin,
we can have new life through faith in JESUS.

If you do not know JESUS as Lord and Savior, come to Him Today.
Continue in the faith. Thank you for allowing Shine Care Ministries
to be a part of your spiritual growth and development.

Glory to GOD. In JESUS’ Name. Amen.
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